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ABOUT THE BOOKABOUT THE BOOK
Riley Oh can’t wait to see her sister get initiated into the Gom 
clan, a powerful lineage of Korean healing witches their family has 
belonged to for generations. Her sister, Hattie, will earn her Gi 
bracelet and fi nally be able to cast spells without adult supervision. 
Although Riley is desperate to follow in her sister’s footsteps when 
she herself turns thirteen, she’s a saram—a person without magic. 
Riley was adopted, and despite having memorized every healing 
spell she’s ever heard, she often feels like the odd one out in her 
family and the gifted community. 

Then Hattie gets an idea: What if the two of them could 
cast a spell that would allow Riley to share Hattie’s magic? Their 
sleuthing reveals a promising incantation in the family’s old 
spellbook, and the sisters decide to perform it at Hattie’s initiation 
ceremony. If it works, no one will ever treat Riley as an outsider 
again. It’s a perfect plan! 

Until it isn’t. When the sisters attempt to violate the laws of the 
Godrealm, Hattie’s life ends up hanging in the balance, and to 
save her, Riley has to fulfi ll an impossible task: fi nd the last fallen 
star. But what even is the star, and how can she fi nd it? As Riley 
embarks on her search, she fi nds herself meeting fantastic creatures 
and collaborating with her worst enemies. And when she uncovers 
secrets that challenge everything she has been taught to believe, 
Riley must decide what it means to be a witch, what it means to 
be family, and what it really means to belong. 

PRE-READING QUESTIONPRE-READING QUESTION
Yet another day in the life of Riley Oh—the wannabe witch living in an exclusive gifted world. (p 4)

The story begins with an introduction to our heroine Riley Oh, an ordinary “saram” living among magical and 
glamorous beings. Although she has a loving and accepting family, Rye’s sense of rejection and feeling of otherness 
has formed much of her identity and self-worth. 

How can these feelings infl uence one’s direction and purpose in life? Rye imagines that magic will allow 
her to feel acceptance and self-worth. Will magic truly empower her, or does she need to discover her 
true self to feel complete?
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1.	 �I was adopted. And don’t get me wrong. My parents try super hard to make me feel part of the gifted community,  
and I love them so much for it. But the truth is, the harder they try, the more I realize how much of an outsider  
I really am. I’m different. (p. 1–2)

Riley Oh, the protagonist, feels so much like an outsider. She admits that it’s not because her  
family makes her feel this way; they love her very much. Where do you think these feelings of  
being “other” and even “inferior” are coming from?

2.	 �People don’t like what they can’t understand. It scares them, and scared people do foolish things. I guess that  
makes sense. (p. 3)

Do you think that Riley is speaking about herself? Is it possible that the other witches don’t  
“understand” Rye because she is a saram? Or is she intimidated by the gifted community because  
she can’t quite understand what it’s like to have magical powers?

3.	 �I’m basically really talented at crying. . . . It’s yet another piece of evidence that I’m not a true Oh. That I’m weak  
and don’t belong. (p. 6)

Throughout the book, Rye tries very hard to contain her emotions, to hold back tears and to not 
look “weak.” Do you think this is helpful or hurtful as she tries to process her feelings and various 
events in her life?

4.	 �I stick my hand in my pocket and squeeze my onyx stone to calm my nerves. It’s shaped like a curved teardrop, and it’s 
the only thing my biological parents left me. (p. 7)

Rye likes to hold her onyx stone because it reminds her that she comes from somewhere. Without 
so much as a photograph of her biological parents, how difficult do you think it might be for Rye to 
imagine where she comes from and what her heritage might be?

5.	 �Could I actually become a healing witch—a real Gom? Could this be my chance to do my parents proud and prove to  
the gifted community that I belong? (p. 11)

This gives us insight into how Rye feels she can “redeem” herself, but it also reveals that she doesn’t 
think her parents are proud of her for who she is, or that she belongs to her community. Is it a good 
idea to try to “prove” ourselves to others? What pitfalls can we run into if we try to gain other  
people’s approval? 

6.	 �The ring used to be his mom’s wedding band before it was refashioned for Emmett. He once told me, in a rare moment 
of candor, that the ring was special to him because it represented his parents’ love—and their love created him. (p. 79)

Emmett’s willingness to lend Riley his mom’s ring shows his deep feelings for his friend Rye. Why  
is this gesture even more symbolic, given Emmett’s personality?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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7.	 �“Sometimes putting a thing in plain sight is the best hiding place of all.” (p. 81)

Noah says this of the Joseon Chalice, a six-hundred-year-old artifact that has been housed in his 
father’s Taegwondo dojang. How does this foreshadow the events to come?

8.	 �[S]ometimes the sky makes me feel a bit . . . well, sad. Like when you forget something you know was important, but  
no matter how hard you try, you can’t remember it. (p. 88)

What was Rye looking at when she thought this and why is it significant?

9.	 �“We can solve this on our own. My parents have enough on their plates as it is. I got us into this mess, and I will get  
us out. I can do this. I will do this.” (p. 99)

Why do you think Rye insists on saving Hattie on her own when she is clearly in over her head?

10.	�“‘There is light within us all, as there is darkness within us all. These two absolutes make us whole. This is the way  
of the universe.’” (p. 108)

How has this proved to be true thus far in the story? Does this seem to be true for Rye as well?

11.	�I feel a small flower of pride bloom in my chest as I show Emmett this part of my world. I want him to know how 
amazing it is, to understand why it’s so important for me to be accepted here. (p. 115) 

Emmett is on the journey with Rye to find the last fallen star and save Hattie’s life. He is part saram, 
just like Rye, but doesn’t belong to the same community. Why is it important for Emmett to see 
exactly why Rye wants to be accepted by the clans?

12.	�I grew up thinking I didn’t have a drop of magic in my blood. Now I found out there’s a way I could control the thing 
I’ve always been ashamed of. No, not just control—master. (p. 173)

Why does Rye find herself blown away by what the Horangi tell her? Why does this bring her so 
much hope?

13.	�“The five sacred elements are all around us. The Earth was made by Mago Halmi herself, and we were all created  
in her image, which means we and the elements are all divine in our own right. We don’t need the Godrealm to access  
our gifts. Magic is inside each of us.” (p. 173)

Is Rye inspired by what Taeyo tells her? Why does Rye have such a sudden and strong reaction?

14.	�“You’re just as bad as them. Power-hungry and magic-obsessed, using your loved ones for your own gain.” (p. 181)

Why do Emmett’s words cut through Rye’s heart?

15.	Why does Rye believe that finding and destroying the last artifact is the perfect solution? (p. 183) 
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16.	�Taeyo lost his parents in the conf lict, just like Rye and Emmett. How does he want their legacy to 
live on through him? (p. 191) 

17.	Why does Rye think that Taeyo is a healer in his own right? (p. 199) 

18.	�But, as I clutch Hattie’s heart vial to my chest, I realize I’ve come a long way from being the frightened, hesitant  
girl I used to be. I may have made some foolish decisions, which got me into this mess, but I’m not going down without  
a fight. (p. 219)

How does this realization help Rye make a momentous decision? How has she come a long way from 
the beginning of this mission?

19.	�“When Sora first told me I had to initiate, I thought I’d have to betray the family that raised me. Be a traitor or 
something, you know?” (p. 220)

Rye shares with Emmett that it’s not a betrayal to become a Horangi. Instead, it’s something noble 
and worthy of being called a Gom. How is that echoed in the clan’s motto?

20.	 How did Rye learn again that the sun is mightier than the wind? (p. 236) 

21.	�“Don’t let a curse define who you can and can’t be. Only you have the power to decide that.” . . . We’re both trapped  
in a story someone else wrote about us. But we have the power to take the reins. If we want to. (p. 236)

Explain how these words are true for both the inmyeonjo and Riley.

22.	 �Why is it that Rye feels more Gom after she’s initiated as a Horangi? (p. 238) 

23.	 �Now I realize that tears are nothing to be ashamed of. I’d always considered them a flaw—something that made  
me weak. But now I see that they are a part of who I am—a part of who we all are. They come because we care.  
It’s a way of saying I love you. (p. 286)

Describe the final moments between Emmett and his mother. What is the transformation that  
happens for both Mrs. Harrison and Emmett?

24.	 �I’ve spent my whole life thinking of myself as an outsider. I always kept my head down because I was different and  
never fit in. But as I look around now, something stirs inside me. (p. 296)

How has Rye brought together the different clans? What feelings were stirring inside Rye?

25.	 �And for the first time in my life, instead of being ashamed of my four inner fires, I embrace them. I let the embers  
drift down over me, become part of me. And as the licks of power engulf me, I allow myself to accept it, and accept 
myself. (p. 300)

How does this revelation help Rye prepare for the final showdown with the goddess? 
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POST-READING QUESTIONPOST-READING QUESTION
I am the last divine star that fell from the Godrealm’s sky. I am the one who was destined to stop the end of all days. I have  
lost, but I have gained. Because I am strong. And I am brave. My name is Riley Oh, and I was born to shine. (p. 302)

Riley began her journey feeling incomplete and like an interloper even among her family and community. She 
wasn’t sure where she came from and if she really belonged among the gifted. She longed to find acceptance from 
others, only to realize that she needed to accept herself first in order to find wholeness, purpose, and her own voice. 

How was she able to find her true identity and strength after she experienced so much suffering and 
loss? Would she have been able to find out who she really was—her gifts and abilities—without these 
obstacles? What does this teach us about the attitude that we should have in confronting our fears and 
doubts about ourselves? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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POST-READING ACTITIVIESPOST-READING ACTITIVIES
CAST YOUR SPELL
DIRECTIONS: In chapter 9, Noah’s chant opens a portal to the Santa Monica Pier for Rye and Hattie to step into. 
The spell is constructed as a quatrain, or a four-line poem with every line ending in the same rhyme. Write your own  
spell to teleport yourself to a desired destination. Construct it as a quatrain with rhyme or as free verse with no rhyme.

NOAH’S PORTAL-OPENING SPELL 	 YOUR TELEPORTING SPELL

The thing that is in front of me	 _________________________________________

Inside the picture that I see	 _________________________________________

Use your eyes, look carefully,	 _________________________________________

A door opens momentarily	 _________________________________________

Riley’s Los Angeles
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CHARACTER EXAMINATION
DIRECTIONS: Choose a character from the book and complete each section with as much detail as you can. 
One example has been done for you.

What the Character Looks Like

How the Character ActsWhat the Character Says

How the Character Thinks/Feels How Others Feel or Act Toward the Character

Animal/Symbol/Food that Represents the Character

“Sometimes you gotta burn your fi ngers to enjoy the s’more.”

Character’s Name

Hattie Round, petite, no freckles, 
long hair, brown eyes.

She is smart, brave, and 
outspoken; fi ercely loyal 

to her sister, Rye.

“As soon as I’m old enough I’m 
gonna run for Gom elder. . . I’m 

going to shake up that place.”

Believes that diversity is 
a strength and there should 

be inclusion for all.

Rye feels loved and supported by her, 
but also that she isn’t as assertive or 
articulate. Noah is very fond of her.

Tigress/Flaming Hot Cheetos/Tteokbokki

Greatest Strength Bravery Possible Weakness Stubbornness

Memorable Quote
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CHARACTER EXAMINATION
DIRECTIONS: Choose a character from the book and complete each section with as much detail as you can. 

What the Character Looks Like

How the Character ActsWhat the Character Says

How the Character Thinks/Feels How Others Feel or Act Toward the Character

Animal/Symbol/Food that Represents the Character

Character’s Name

Greatest Strength Possible Weakness

Memorable Quote



10 © Graci Kim

CLAN ANALYSIS CHART
DIRECTIONS: Fill in the columns; the first three columns have been completed for you. For the “Visual” column, 
you can choose or draw an image, make a collage, or create what inspires you based on the character.

Name Clan
Clan  
Color

Magic  
Abilities

Greatest  
Strength

Possible  
Weakness

Visual

Riley Gom/Horangi Gold/Red

Noah Miru Blue

Hattie Gom Gold

Taeyo Horangi Red

Jennie Samjogo Purple

David Tokki Green

Cosette Gumiho Silver
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THE FIVE ELEMENTS
In the gifted world, there are five sacred elements. If a witch can balance all five, they can access the power of their 
patron goddess and the magic of their clan. A Gi, which contains the element you lack, must be worn at all times. 

DIRECTONS: Identify the four elements you believe you already possess (place a star next to them), and choose the 
fifth element you wish to develop (write inside the Gi charm). Or, if you’re like Rye, choose more of one of the  
elements you have! After all, all of her elements were fire and that was her strength. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Water
Abundance  
and Grace

Wood
Compassion  
and Growth

Metal
Strength  

and Power

Earth 
Fertility  
and Life 

Fire
Transformation  

and Will

Gi

Finally, explain why you chose your Gi element.



12 © Graci Kim

YOU CHOOSE
“It’s all about choice. I dont have to feel conflicted between being Gom or Horangi, gifted or saram, adopted or born into a 
family. Because my choice isn’t either-or. I can choose to be all of those things. It’s my actions that define who I am, not who I was 
born to, or what blood flows through my veins, or even what magic I can wield. And the fact of the matter is that I chose all these 
people, and these people chose me.”

When Rye accepts herself for all that she is, she unlocks her true identity and claims her power as the last fallen star. 
Rye focuses on who she is and the brave and noble things she has done, rather than who she is not or what she lacks.

DIRECTONS: Write about a time when you cast aside doubts and criticisms—from yourself or others—and chose 
to do something new or challenging. How did it make you feel? What important lesson(s) did you learn? How were 
you able to help or encourage others in similar situations?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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THE NEXT CHAPTER
At the end of the book, Riley has found her true identity, proudly accepted who she is, vanquished the evil Cave 
Bear Goddess, and saved her sister, Hattie, along with the rest of society. She and her newly formed group of friends 
establish their next quest, which is to restore the lost memories of her loved ones and possibly face the wrath of the 
other goddesses in the process. There is healing, hope, and optimism for everyone, especially Rye.

However, the next mission won’t be so easy. Mago Halmi said, “There is light within us all, as there is darkness within  
us all. These two absolutes make us whole. This is the way of the universe.” Rye is one half of the fallen star, and she is 
searching for the other half. If they are to balance each other like the eum and yang, there may be many more  
obstacles ahead before they can be united.

DIRECTONS: Using the quote below as a springboard, begin writing the next chapter in Riley’s mission.

“They are each a pair—a dark sun for a light sun, a dark moon for a light moon. They represent  
a balanced set of scales, like the eum and yang, built in perfect equilibrium, as you are.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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ABOUT THE AUTHORABOUT THE AUTHOR
Graci Kim is a Korean-Kiwi diplomat turned author who writes about the magic  
she wants to see in the world. The Last Fallen Star is her middle grade debut. In a  
previous life, she was a cooking show host, and she once ran a business that turned  
children’s drawings into plushies. When she’s not lost in her imagination, you’ll  
find Graci drinking flat whites, eating ramyeon, and most likely hugging a dog  
(or ideally, many). She lives in New Zealand with her husband and daughter.  
Follow her on Twitter @gracikim and Instagram @gracikimwrites.

AUTHOR Q & A
Q:   �Riley and her best friend Emmett have a common bond in that they lack magic and are “outsiders” living among 

the gifted community. In addition, they have suffered loss and share the desire to know their true heritage. 
Their sense of compassion and empathy toward each other is something to be admired. What message do you 
want to send to young readers who feel they are on the outside looking in?

A:   ��No matter our background, our experiences, our age, or our heritage, we all yearn to belong. We all yearn to be 
accepted for who we are. And we all yearn to be loved. It’s what it means to be human. 

I think the flip side of that is that we all have times when we feel like the outsider. Like we don’t belong, or that 
we aren’t accepted. But just like Riley learns, I believe that true belonging needs to start within ourselves first. 
Because if we can’t love ourselves, how can we expect anyone else to? 

So my message to any readers who feel like they’re on the outside looking in would be to be kind, first and fore-
most, to yourself. Treat yourself the way you’d want others to treat you. And set an example that you want others 
to follow. Accept yourself, love yourself, and others will too. 

Q:  �Throughout the book, there is a tension between what Riley knows (the Gom clan and her family) and what she 
wants to discover (the Horangi clan and her heritage). She comes to accept that the past and present—and the 
duality in her identity—is her strength. Can you share your experience with biculturalism and how it has shaped 
your identity? 

A:  �I am a Korean-Kiwi and I grew up in New Zealand. Growing up, there were times where I was bullied and teased 
for being different. Kids sometimes spat in my lunch, threw stones at me, pulled at the ends of their eyes, and 
told me to go back to my own country, even though this was my country. It made me think that being a Kore-
an-Kiwi meant that I was stuck being neither Korean nor Kiwi. Like Riley, I believed myself to be flawed because 
of my differences. 

But what I learned as I grew up, was that my duality didn’t mean I had to choose between one or the other. Or 
that I was somehow less than a full version of either. In fact, I was both. Fully. It wasn’t a maths equation where 
you have to split the whole into percentages or fractions. Because identities don’t work like that. I now know that 
I can be 100 percent Korean and 100 percent Kiwi, just like Riley learns that she can be many things at the same 
time. 

Watch Graci Kim answer these questions and more here: https://youtu.be/rS99LyRnvjU
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About the guide writer: Veronica Kim was born in Seoul, Korea, and raised in NJ in a bilingual, bicultural home. She 
graduated from Johns Hopkins University, where she focused on East Asian Studies and Writing, and holds an MAT from 
Fairleigh Dickinson University. She was an ESL teacher for many years and enjoyed working with her young students and 

learning about their diverse backgrounds. She loves reading multicultural, inclusive work with her children and looks 
forward to seeing their generation fi nd their authentic voice, just like Riley.
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