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Details about Singleton meeting with Jackson’s representatives: John Singleton
interview, Garvia Bailey, An Evening with John Singleton, March 15, 2013
Details about Janet Jackson’s marriage to James DeBarge: Mark Savage,
“Janet Jackson on Being a Child Star: ‘I Don’t Remember Being Asked,” BBC,
July 24, 2024
Details about Singleton recommending Two Women to Jackson: Roger Ebert,
“John Singleton Recites the Poetry of Cinema,” Chicago Sun-Times, July 18, 1993
Details about Singleton pitching Poetic Justice to Ice Cube: John Singleton
interview, Garvia Bailey, An Evening with John Singleton, March 15, 2013; John
Singleton interview, Elvis Mitchell, Los Angeles Film Festival, June 14, 2014
Details about Singleton meeting Tupac at Big City Diner: John Singleton interview,
The Breakfast Club, March 28, 2017
Details about Singleton watching Tupac’s BET interview: John Singleton interview,
Elvis Mitchell, Los Angeles Film Festival, June 14, 2014; John Singleton interview,
Garvia Bailey, An Evening with John Singleton, March 15, 2013; John Singleton
interview, Stephen Galloway, Hollywood Reporter, Masters Series, March 24, 2014
Details about Tupac on the set of Juice: Thomas Golianopoulos, “2Pac: A Thug’s
Life on Film,” Vibe, October/November 2011
‘... physically bigger and more imposing” Ibid.
“I was blown away . ..” Ibid.
Details about Singleton telling Tupac to focus on acting: John Singleton interview,
Poetic Justice Q&A at the Mark Taper Auditorium, July 14, 2018
Details about Singleton casting Maya Angelou: Martha Southgate, “Boyz I1
Men,” Premiere, August 1993; John Singleton and Veronica Chambers, Poetic Justice:
Filmmaking South Central Style, Dell Publishing, 1993
“I saw at once the intelligence of the man . . .”” John Singleton and Veronica
Chambers, Poetic Justice: Filmmaking South Central Style, Dell Publishing, 1993
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“Since I didn’t win last night . . .”” Ibid.

“Filmmaking is not an exact science . . .” Ibid.

“I’m not slow-moving . . .” Bernard Weinraub, “From Errand Boy to Studio Chief,”
NY Times, October 4, 1991

“I could’ve turned in the phone book . . .” John Singleton interview, Garvia Bailey,
An Evening with John Singleton, March 15, 2013

Details about Singleton reading on set: Veronica Chambers, “The Director,” Vibe,
Fall 1992

Details about Singleton’s dates with Tosha Lewis: Tosha Lewis Instagram post,
January 6, 2022

“Janet’s an actress. She’s given me no trouble . . .”” John Singleton and Veronica
Chambers, Poetic Justice: Filmmaking South Central Style, Dell Publishing, 1993

“I feel like a fucking slave in this dungeon” Ibid.

Details about Singleton’s family reunion: Ibid.

Details about Tupac’s last day filming: Ibid.

CHAPTER TEN

Details about Singleton at the Simi Valley County Courthouse: John Singleton
interview, Poetic Justice Q&A at the Mark Taper Auditorium, July 14, 2018; Yvonne
Villareal, “John Singleton Looks Back on the 1992 LA Riots in New Documentary,”
LA Times, April 18, 2017

Details about Singleton on the Simi Valley set: John Singleton and Veronica
Chambers, Poetic Justice: Filmmaking South Central Style, Dell Publishing, 1993

“It’s like Apocalypse Now.” Ibid.

“The blood of Los Angeles falls on those . . .” Jeffrey Wells, “Mickey Rourke Slams
Spike Lee,” Entertainment Weekly, May 22, 1992

“IfI don’t say something . ..” Patrick Goldstein, “The Mission Beyond Hollywood,”
LA Times, May 31, 1992

Details about Singleton contributing to Nightline: Ibid.

Details about Nordstrom screening Boyz N the Hood: Ibid.

Details about Gov. Pete Wilson praising Boyz N the Hood: 1bid.

“For example, I watched Boyz N the Hood very carefully . ..” Jann S. Wenner,
William Greider, “Bill Clinton: The Rolling Stone Interview,” Rolling Stone,
December 9, 1993

“It spoke to me when I was a kid . ..” J. D. Vance interview, The Joe Rogan Experience,
October 31, 2024

“Why does more federal and state funding go toward . . .” John Singleton, Violence
and America’s Youth, Senate Labor Sub-committee hearing, August 25, 1992

Details about the Dakar Foundation: Kevin Allman, “Fashion a Matter of Poetic
License,” LA Times, July 23, 1993
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“If AIDS was a natural disease . . .” Jason Deparle, “For Some Blacks, Social Ills
Seem to Follow White Plans,” N1 Tumes, August 11, 1991

Details about Singleton referring to Mike Tyson as a political prisoner:

Mary Ann French, “Great Expectation,” Washington Post, July 25, 1993

Details about Singleton attending Bill Clinton’s inauguration: John Singleton
and Veronica Chambers, Poetic Justice: Filmmaking South Central Style, Dell Publishing,
1993

“I don’t speak for nobody but John Singleton . . .” Jill Nelson, “Single-Minded,”
USA Weekend, July 23-25, 1993

Details about Singleton’s relationship with Tosha Lewis during late 1992:
Superior Court of California, Tosha F. Lewis v. John Daniel Singleton

“Two years ago, I didn’t have to worry about . . .”” David Rensin, “John Singleton
Talks Tough,” Playboy, September 1993

Details about Poetic Justice’s first test screening: John Singleton and Veronica
Chambers, Poetic Justice: Filmmaking South Central Style, Dell Publishing, 1993

Details about Joan Rivers reporting on the test screening: Ibid.

“It was one of the most difficult things I had to do . . .”” Ibid.

Details about Singleton’s trip to Burkina Faso: Gideon Bachmann, “US Leads
Charge at Africa Fest,” Variely, March 7, 1993; Gideon Bachmann, “African Film
Biz Marks Era of Unity, Productivity,” Varzety, April 13, 1993

“He’s, like, the African Kurosawa . ..” Roger Ebert, “John Singleton Recites the
Poetry of Cinema,” Chicago Sun-Times, July 18, 1993

Details about Singleton location hunting for Seasons: Gideon Bachmann,
“African Film Biz Marks Era of Unity, Productivity,” Variety, April 13, 1993

Details about Akosua Busia: John Kisewetter, “/R Actress Dreams About Having
It All,” The Cincinnate Examiner, April 7, 1999

“I may just stay there . . .” Monte Williams, “He’s Up to No Hood,” New York Daily
News, July 21, 1993

CHAPTER ELEVEN

Details about Singleton meeting the Hughes Brothers: Henry Louis Gates Jr.,
“Niggaz with Latitude,” New Yorker, March 21, 1994

Details about studios hoping to pair the Hughes Brothers with an established
Black filmmaker: Ibid.

Black directors were at the helm for nineteen films . . . John Singleton and
Veronica Chambers, Poetic Justice: Filmmaking South Central Style, Dell Publishing,
1993

“Spike Lee can take a rest . ..” Michael Upchurch, “Black on Black—Director’s
Debut, Boyz, Does Some Right Things,” Seattle Times, July 12, 1991
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“I just think that there are people who make films that . . .”” Philip Thomas,
“Who the Hell Does John Singleton Think He Is?” Empire, November 1991

“If Boyz N the Hood was the story of a young man . ..” Roger Ebert, “Menace 11
Society Review,” Chicago Sun-Times, May 26, 1993

Details about Menace II Society review in New York magazine: Henry Louis
Gates Jr., “Niggaz With Latitude,” The New Yorker, March 21, 1994

‘. ..the movie John Singleton wanted to make . . .” Elaine Dutka, “It’s Not All
Black and White,” LA Times, February 19, 1995

Details about Singleton claiming other films cashed in on Boyz N the Hood’s
success: Bernard Weinraub, “Black Filmmakers Are Looking Beyond Ghetto
Violence,” N Times, September 11, 1995; George Alexander, Why We Make Movies:
Black Filmmakers Talk About the Magic of Cinema, Broadway, 1st Edition, 2003

“These Boyz N the Hood copies . . .”” John Singleton interview, “Yo! M'TV Raps,”
aired July 23, 1993

Details about Singleton and Tupac bonding: Veronica Chambers, “All Black
Everything,” N1 Times, May 14, 2019

“It’s Black world!” John Singleton interview, The Whoolywood Shuffle, September 2011

“The same critics and people who championed you . . .” John Singleton and
Veronica Chambers, Poetic Justice: Filmmaking South Central Style, Dell Publishing, 1993

Details about Singleton sighing at a reporter’s questions: Beth Coleman,
“Justice Is a Lady,” Village Voice, August 3, 1993

“I just didn’t think she was telling the truth.” Mary Ann French,
“Great Expectation,” Washington Post, July 25, 1993

“He stands, signaling the end of my not-so-confrontational questions . ..”
Monte Williams, “He’s Up to No Hood,” New York Daily News, July 21, 1993

‘... asilly balance of adolescent sexuality and . . .” Joe Wood, “John Singleton
and the Impossible Greenback Bind of the Assimilated Black Artist,” Esquure,
August 1, 1993

“He’s still starstruck . ..” Ibid.

“It was like meeting with the chairman of the . . .” Roger Ebert, “John Singleton
Recites the Poetry of Cinema,” Chicago Sun-Times, July 18, 1993

“[Poetic Justice] isn’t tightly plotted like a lot of . . .”” Ibid.

“We had a good experience on the set . ..” Tupac Shakur interview, Poetic Justice
1993 Behind the Scenes, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6wGXPMmIzE

“While Boyz was all of a piece . . .” Kenneth Turan, “Poetic Justice: Traveling on a
Bumpy Road,” LA Times, July 23, 1993

Details about Time review of Poetic Justice: Terry Pristin, “The Rise and Fall of
Poetic Justice,” LA Times, August 13, 1993
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“John Singleton followed up Boyz N the Hood . . .” Owen Gleiberman, “Best and
Worst of 1993: Movies,” Entertainment Weekly, December 24, 1993

“You’d think she’d be all flash and surface . . .”” Roger Ebert, “John Singleton
Recites the Poetry of Cinema,” Chicago Sun-Times, July 18, 1993

“Nothing in the character of Justice . . .” Vincent Canby, “Poetic Justice: On the Road
to Redemption,” N1 Times, July 23, 1993

“It ain’t a perfect film . . . Poetic Justice, Director’s Commentary

Details about industry scrutiny of Poetic Justice: Terry Pristin, “The Rise and Fall
of Poetic Justice,” LA Times, August 13, 1993

Details about Singleton photographed with Tyra Banks: Page Six, New York Post,
July 21, 1993

CHAPTER TWELVE

Details about Fourth Reich Skinheads plot: Jim Newton, “Skinheads Get
Prison for Bombings, Plot,” LA Times, Jan 14, 1994; Jim Newton, “Bail Sought
for Suspect in Church Bomb Plot,” LA Times, July 20, 1993; Associated Press,
“Skinhead Pleads Guilty to ‘Race Wars’ Plots,” N1 Times, October 21, 1993;
Associated Press, “Skinheads in Bomb Case Are Tied to Earlier Plots,” N1 Times,
September 9, 1993; Christopher John Farley, “Today Los Angeles, Tomorrow . . .”
Time, July 26, 1993; “Los Angeles Racial Tension Won City Role in White
Supremacist Plot,” Washington Post, July 16, 1993; Adam Sandler, “White Racists
Busted,” Variety, July 16, 1993

Details about Singleton noticing rise of angst amongst white men: John Singleton
interview, AFI Harold Lloyd Master Seminar, March 8, 1995

“In some ways, Higher Learning is my whole answer . . . Higher Learning, Director’s
Commentary

Details about Burnout: Terry Pristin, “The Rise and Fall of Poetic Justice,” LA Times,
August 13, 1993; Andy Marx, “Col Aims for Burnout as Singleton Next Pic,” Variety,
June 11, 1993

Details about Drumfire: Terry Pristin, “The Rise and Fall of Poetic Justice,” LA Times,
August 13, 1993; John Singleton interview, Toronto International Film Festival,
Audience Q&A, February 12, 2013

Details about Singleton and Quentin Tarantino: John Singleton interview,
Toronto International Film Festival, Audience Q&A, February 12, 2013

“It’s two weeks before the release . . .” Roger Ebert, “John Singleton Recites the
Poetry of Cinema,” Chicago Sun-Times, July 18, 1993

Details about Singleton and Tupac in New York: Higher Learning, Director’s
Commentary

In November 1993, about two months . . . Leonard Klady, “Shakur Nixed at Colpix,”
Variety, November 29, 1993
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Details about Leonardo DiCaprio: Higher Learning, Director’s Commentary;
Michael Rapaport interview, The Breakfast Club, October 24, 2017

“Gwyneth Paltrow’s daddy told her not to do Higher Learning.” John Singleton
interview, Poetic Justice Q&A at the Mark Taper Auditorium, July 14, 2018

Details about Sidney Poitier: Higher Learning, Director’s Commentary; John Singleton
interview, Poetic Justice Q&A at the Mark Taper Auditorium, July 14, 2018

Details about Bokeem Woodbine: Leonard Klady, “Shakur Nixed at Colpix,”
Variety, November 29, 1993

Details about Will Smith: Christian Moerk, “Learning Inks Epps,” Variety,
January 3, 1994; Beck & Smith, New York Daily News, December 10, 1993

Details about Dustin Hoffman: Higher Learning, Director’s Commentary

Details about casting Laurence Fishburne: Higher Learning, Director’s Commentary;
Eric Ducker, “How a 1995 John Singleton Film Presaged Today’s Sex, Gun and
Race Issues,” LA Times, February 1, 2020

Details about Michael Rapaport initially playing Cole Hauser’s role:
Higher Learning, Director’s Commentary

Details about Singleton meeting Tyra Banks: Cassandra Butcher interview,
John Singleton: A Celebration, USC., Higher Learning screening, October 12, 2022

Details about Singleton dancing with Banks at Club USA: Page Six, New York Post,
July 21, 1993

Details about casting Vivica A. Fox: Higher Learning, Director’s Commentary

Details about Tyra Banks training for the role: jet, January 23, 1995

Details about Banks and Epps sex scene: Aidore Collier, “John Singleton:
Higher Learning in Hollywood,” Ebony, April 1995; Tyra Banks interview,
“Tyra Banks Had to Shoot Her Higher Learning Sex Scene on Her First Day,”
People TV, December 12, 2018

Later on, she’d admit that the scene made her feel “weird.” Tyra Banks interview,
“Tyra Banks Had to Shoot Her Higher Learning Sex Scene on Her First Day,”
People TV, December 12, 2018

Details about Singleton and Banks arguing after shooting the sex scene:
Higher Learning, Director’s Commentary

“We were kind of living together . . .” Ibid.

Details about Singleton and Paul Hall: Paul Hall interview, fohn Singleton:
A Celebration, USC,, Higher Learning screening, October 12, 2022

Details about Singleton and Rapaport collaborating: /Higher Learning, Director’s
Commentary; Michael Rapaport interview, Nick Cannon on Power 106,
September 17, 2019; Omar Epps interview, I Am Rapaport, June 26, 2018;
Michael Rapaport interview, Talib Kweli’s People’s Parly, February 10, 2020;
Michael Rapaport interview, T#he Breakfast Club, October 24, 2017; John Singleton
interview, AFI Harold Lloyd Master Seminar, March 8, 1995
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“We did one take and I went off just riffing . . . Michael Rapaport interview,
All the Smoke, January 7, 2021

Details about Singleton urging Ice Cube to write a script: Ice Cube interview,
WTF with Marc Maron, May 11, 2023

Details about Ice Cube’s pre-Friday scripts: Ibid.

Details about Singleton throwing Banks a surprise party: Carol Schatz and
Vicki Sheff-Ciahan, “Higher Yearning,” People, January 23, 1995

Details about Singleton buying Banks a ring: Tim Appelo, “Tyra Banks Struts
Her Stuftf Onscreen,” Entertainment Weekly, January 13, 1995

“. .. picked me up from the airport . ..” James Ryan, “ITyra Banks Is the
Real Thing,” GO, May 1995

Details about Singleton and Banks’s relationship: Carol Schatz and
Vicki Sheff-Cahan, “Higher Yearning,” People, January 23, 1995

“Moments after the green-eyed, 5’11” beauty . . .”” Ibid.

“Not until I get married . ..” Ibid.

Details about length of first cut: Paul Hall interview, John Singleton: A Celebration,
USC, Higher Learning screening, October 12, 2022

“Tell these people not to call me . . .” John Singleton interview, AFI Harold Lloyd
Master Seminar, March 8, 1995

“Because that’s what a certain segment of the audience . . .”” Higher Learning,
Director’s Commentary

‘... her insecurities really got in the way . . .”” Ibid.

‘... it was difficult to pull that emotion out of her . ..” Ibid.

Details about Roger Ebert review: Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times,
January 11, 1995

Details about Variety review: Todd McCarthy, Variety, January 8, 1995

Details about Rolling Stone review: Peter Travers, Rolling Stone,
January 11, 1995

“During the final battle . . .” Owen Gleiberman, Entertainment Weekly,
January 13, 1995

“Too many of the people in Higher Learning . . .”> Kenneth Turan, LA Times,
January 11, 1995

‘... there are enough little lectures . . .” Janet Maslin, “Higher Learning:
Short Course in Racism on a College Campus,” N1" Times, January 11, 1995

“A lot of people don’t really want to get into the whole issue . . .”
John Singleton interview, AFI Harold Lloyd Master Seminar, March 8, 1995

“Some of it is kind of didactic . . . Higher Learning, Director’s Commentary
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Details about Singleton meeting the Rosewood survivors: John Singleton
interview, Jacqueline Stewart, Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences Visual
History Program, July 11, 2017; John Singleton interview, Carl Seaton and Jeff Byrd,
Screenwriters Rant Room, re-released on January 7, 2020; George Alexander, Why We
Make Movies: Black Filmmakers Talk About the Magic of Cinema, Broadway, 1st Edition,
2003; Jordan Levin, “Dredging in the Deep South,” LA Times, June 30, 1996;
John Singleton interview, Charlie Rose, February 26, 1997; Jay Carr, “John Singleton
Searches for Justice in Rosewood,” Boston Globe, February 16, 1997

... big, thick woman with thick arms . . .” John Singleton interview, Jacqueline
Stewart, Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences Visual History Program,
July 11, 2017

Details about Singleton reading an article about Rosewood in Esquire:
John Singleton interview, Stephen Galloway, Hollywood Reporter, Masters Series,
March 24, 2014; John Singleton interview, Charlie Rose, February 26, 1997;
John Singleton interview, Jacqueline Stewart, Academy of Motion Pictures Arts
and Sciences Visual History Program, July 11, 2017

Details about Arnett Doctor’s efforts to make Rosewood: Tampa Bay Times,
September 16, 1994

Details about Peters fighting Steven Seagal: Judy Brennan, “Clash of the Titans,”
LA Times, August 28, 1994; Michael Kaplan, “Heidi Fleiss Reveals How Wild
H’wood Producer Jon Peters’ Parties Got,” N1 Post, March 24, 2022

Details about Makes Me Wanna Holler: John Singleton interview, Jacqueline Stewart,
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences Visual History Program,
July 11, 2017

Details about Jon Peters: Nancy Griffin & Kim Masters, Hit & Run: How jJon Peters
and Peter Guber Took Sony for a Ride in Hollywood, Simon & Schuster, 1996

“I just, you know, just lay back. . . .” Jon Peters interview, The Death of Superman Lives:
What Happened?, 2015, Jon Schnepp

Details about Peters’ use of the Sony corporate jet: “‘I Am the Trump of
Hollywood’: The Reclusive and Outrageous Jon Peters Is Still Rich. Really Rich,”
Tatiana Siegel, Hollywood Reporter, January 12, 2017

“We just got our ass kicked . . .” John Singleton interview, In Conversation with
John Singleton, Complex Con, DeRay McKesson, November 2016

Details about Band of Assassins: Mike Fleming, New 1ork Daily News,
November 12, 1995

Details about Fences: Steve Pond, Washington Post, June 19, 1992

Details about Black Panther: Ryan Parker and Aaron Couch, “Wesley Snipes
Reveals Untold Story Behind His ‘Black Panther’ Film,” Hollywood Reporter,
January 30, 2018
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Details about Brushback: “Singleton Snags Daniels Negro League Brushback,”
Variety, May 15, 1995

Details about Singleton’s deal with Universal: “Singleton Shift to U, Too,”
Variety, December 3, 1995; “New Studio Shuffles Put Deals on Wheels,” Varety,
December 10, 1995

Details about Singleton’s June 1995 social appearances: Getty Images

Details about Singleton subscribing to The Source: Author pre-interview call
with David Mays

Details about Big Gipp describing the Source Awards: Big Gipp interview,
The Art of Dialogue, February 25, 2023

Details about Singleton not waiting for Denzel Washington: John Singleton
interview, Jacqueline Stewart, Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences
Visual History Program, July 11, 2017

Details about casting the role of Mann: “The Making of Rosewood,” Orlando
Sentinel, February 19, 1997; Stephen Forbes, “A Changing Type,” LA Times,
February 19, 1997

““Some of the actors considered for the part were . . .” Gary Dauphin,
“Ashes and Embers,” Village Voice, May 21, 1996

Details about Ruby Dee and Tommy Lee Jones passing on Rosewood:
John Singleton interview, Jacqueline Stewart, Academy of Motion Pictures
Arts and Sciences Visual History Program, July 11, 2017

“I really wanted an actor of some type of authority . . .” Rosewood, Director’s
Commentary

Details about Minnie Lee Langley’s death: Wolfgang Saxon, “Minnie Langley,
83; Sought Recompense for Racist Rampage,” N1 Times, December 19, 1995;
“Minnie Langley, Rosewood Survivor and Fighter,” Tampa Bay Times, December
18, 1995

“It gave me energy . ..” Bernard Weinraub, “Stirring Up Old Terrors Unforgotten,”
NY Times, February 19, 1997

CHAPTER FOURTEEN

“Before that, I was a golden boy . . .” Lola Ogunnaike, “His Name, and Money,
at Stake, Director Takes Producer’s Risk,” N1 Times, July 21, 2005

Details about Paul Sylbert’s work on Rosewood: “Rosewood: About the Production,”
Film Scouts; Gary Dauphin, “Ashes and Embers,” Village Voice, May 21, 1996;
Rosewood, Director’s Commentary

“I had to get out of the whole ghetto-movie thing.” Gary Dauphin, “Ashes and
Embers,” Village Voice, May 21, 1996

Details about pushing back Rosewood’s start date: Orlando Sentinel, January 9, 1996
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Details about Singleton and Esther Rolle on set: John Singleton interview,
Jacqueline Stewart, Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences Visual
History Program, July 11, 2017

“It broke the ice . . .” John Singleton interview, In Conversation with John Singleton,
Complex Con, DeRay McKesson, November 2016; John Singleton interview,
Carl Seaton and Jeff Byrd, Screenwriters Rant Room, re-released on January 7, 2020

“Ineed y’all to be real . ..” John Singleton interview, In Conversation with John Singleton,
Complex Con, DeRay McKesson, November 2016

“This is the first time I haven’t written the screenplay . . .” Stephen Forbes,
“Singleton Takes Pride in Quantum Leap,” LA Times, February 19, 1997

CHAPTER FIFTEEN

Details about Gavin Polone: Kim Masters, “Dark Prince of Hollywood, Producer
Gavin Polone Opens Up About Unlikely Directorial Debut,” Hollywood Reporter,
January 6, 2012

Details about Brad Smith leaving CAA: “Smith Takes on New Role,” Variety,
February 5, 1995; “Antsy Agents Make Mutant Managers,” Variety, March 19, 1995

Details about CAA upheaval: Elaine Dutka, “The New World Order,” LA Times,
June 23, 1996; “New Studio Shuffles Put Deals on Wheels,” Variety, December
10, 1995

Details about Gavin Polone leaving UTA: Elaine Dutka, “The New World Order,”
LA Times, June 23, 1996; Kim Masters, “Dark Prince of Hollywood, Producer
Gavin Polone Opens Up About Unlikely Directorial Debut,” Hollywood Reporter,
January 6, 2012

“John Singleton is a coward.” Tupac Shakur phone call with Sanyika Shakur f/k/a
Monster Kody, October 18, 1995

Details about Singleton meeting Tupac in July 1996: John Singleton interview,
Drink Champs, July 6, 2017; John Singleton interview, Jacqueline Stewart, Academy
of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences Visual History Program, July 11, 2017;
John Singleton interview, Stephen Galloway, Hollywood Reporter, Masters Series,
March 24, 2014; Glenn Whipp, “From Boyz to Boy,” Los Angeles Daily News,
June 29, 2001

Details about Tupac’s relationship with Singleton at the time of Tupac’s death:
“Exclusive: Unheard 2Pac Exposes Shocking True Feelings on John Singleton,
Jim Belushi, and Tim Roth!” Bomblst, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
E5XhF0Y1qlo

“This generation’s Duke Ellington” John Singleton interview, Jacqueline Stewart,
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences Visual History Program,

July 11, 2017
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Details about Wynton Marsalis’s score: Jeff Commings, The Baton: A John Williams
Musical Journey, May 27, 2020

Details about Singleton and Williams meeting: John Singleton interview,
Jacqueline Stewart, Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences Visual
History Program, July 11, 2017; Rosewood, Director’s Commentary

Details about Rosewood’s release date: “Rosewood Debut Delayed by Composer’s
Schedule,” Orlando Sentinel, October 16, 1996

“Oprah says that it affected her so deeply . . .” Jerry Fallstrom, “Oprah Devotes
Today’s Show to Rosewood,” Orlando Sentinel, February 27, 1997

“There goes the Academy” Gregory Poirier, “John Singleton and the Making
of Rosewood: Screenwriter Gregory Poirier on Moments and Regrets,” Deadline,
July 12,2020

Details about Singleton suggesting to take Rosewood to Baptist conventions:
George Alexander, Why We Make Movies: Black Filmmakers Talk About the Magic of
Cinema, Broadway, 1st Edition, 2003

Details about Gerald Levin screening Rosewood for Congress: Bernard Weinraub,
“Stirring Up OId Terrors Unforgotten,” N'1" Times, February 19, 1997

“Rich in flavor and atmosphere . . .” Jay Carr, Boston Globe, February 21, 1997

“Unlike most films on such topics . . .” Jay Boyar, “Rosewood: A Powerful Truth,”
Orlando Sentinel, February 21, 1997

“Singleton’s finest work thus far . . .”” Stanley Crouch, “A Lost Generation and
its Exploiters,” V1" Times, August 26, 2001

Details about Singleton answering his cell phone during his wedding:
“The People Column,” Miam: Herald, November 17, 1996

Details about Singleton’s wedding: Superior Court of California, County of
Los Angeles, Declaration of Akosua Busia, June 3, 1997

Details about Singleton’s divorce: Superior Coourt of California, County of
Los Angeles, Declaration of Akosua Busia, June 3, 1997; George Rush &.
Joanna Molloy, New York Daily News, April 17, 1997

‘... emotional abuse, physical neglect, and total disrespect.” Superior Court of
California, County of Los Angeles, Declaration of Akosua Busia, June 3, 1997

While pregnant, she learned about the two other women he’d impregnated. 1bid.

“He simply does not want to be committed . . .” Ibid.

“I have abstained from premarital sex . . .” Ibid.

Details about Akosua Busia’s book reading: 1.4 Times, October 6, 1996

Details about Singleton’s child support payments: Superior Court of California,
County of Los Angeles

Details about Singleton’s financial commitments to Busia: Superior Court of
California, County of Los Angeles, Declaration of Akosua Busia, June 3, 1997

“While I do not believe John would deliberately . . .”” Ibid.
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

“I want to get away from real people . . .” Bernard Weinraub, “Stirring Up Old
Terrors Unforgotten,” N1 Times, February 19, 1997

Details about Singleton wanting to make a commercial film: Eric Harrison,
“Can You Dig It? Not Quite,” LA Times, June 23, 2000; Erich Leon Harris,
“The Shafting of John Singleton,” MovieMaker, July 2000

Details about Bryan Singer and X-Men: “Singer Set to Direct Fox’s Men,” Variety,
December 9, 1996

“I was so serious that everyone thought . . .” John Singleton interview, In Conversation
with John Singleton, Complex Con, DeRay McKesson, November 2016

‘. ..always on the move, roving, prowling . . .” Jon Burlingame, “How Isaac Hayes
‘Shaft’ Reinvented the Game for Film Music,” Variety, June 25, 2021

Details about Danny Singleton and Shaft: Desa Philadelphia, “The Importance of
Being Gordon Parks,” DGA.org, Summer 2006; Douglas Perry, “He Could Dig It,”
Fort Worth Telegraph, June 16, 2000

“It was revolutionary.” John Singleton interview, Politically Incorrect, June 22, 2000

Details about Shaft budget issues at MGM: Anita M. Busch, “Shaft Shifts to
Paramount,” Variety, June 30, 1997; Steve Daly, “Who’s the Man?” Entertainment
Weekly, June 16, 2000; Michael Fleming, “Singleton Sweet on Golddiggaz,” Variety,
December 18, 1997

Details about Wild Seed: Stephen Forbes, “Singleton Takes Pride in Quantum Leap,”
LA Times, February 19, 1997

Details about Golddiggaz: “Golddiggaz Scripters Ink Pic Deal with U,” Variety,
June 18, 1997; Michael Fleming, “Singleton Sweet on Golddiggaz,” Variety,
December 18, 1997

Details about Camille Tucker appearing in Singleton’s music video:
Diedre Johnson, “Lead Writer Camille Tucker Gives the Blueprint for How
The Clark Sisters Was Done,” Black Girl Nerds, April 8, 2020

Details about Shaft landing at Paramount: Anita M. Busch, “Shaff Shifts to
Paramount,” Variety, June 30, 1997

Details about Singleton meeting Scott Rudin in 1991: John Singleton,
“John Singleton on Sony Hack: Jokes by Amy Pascal and Scott Rudin Aren’t
‘Racist,” Hollywood Reporter, December 17, 2014

Details about Scott Rudin: Benjamin Wallace, “Scott Rudin in the Wings,”
New York, August 4, 2021

‘. .. super-explosive, hands shaking, face shaking . ..” Ibid.

Details about Singleton’s conversation with Paul Hall: Paul Hall interview,
John Singleton: A Celebration, USC, Shafl screening, November 30, 2022

“It made you feel like you were watching Young Indiana Jones.” Steve Daly,
“Who’s the Man?” Entertainment Weekly, June 16, 2000
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Details about Shane Salerno: Shane Salerno, “My Time Making Shaft with John
Singleton,” Deadline, May 15, 2019; Kevin Brass, “Up Against His Own Deadline,”
LA Times, April 7, 2002

Details about casting Shaft: Danny Leigh, “John Singleton: Shaft, the Melodrama,”
The Guardian, September 5, 2000; Steve Daly, “Who’s the Man?” Entertainment Weekly,
June 16, 2000

“There only one Shaft—Richard Roundtree . ..” “Wesley Snipes Damns Shalft,”
The Guardian, August 17, 2000,

“Well, what character do they want me to read for?” Steve Daly, “Who’s the Man?”
Entertainment Weekly, June 16, 2000

Details about casting Samuel L. Jackson: “Jackson Gets Shafl,” Variety,

February 15, 1999

Details about hiring Richard Price: Michael Ileming, “New Line Goes with the
Flow for Singleton,” Variety, November 11, 1998; Melanie Rehak, San Francisco
Examiner, December 5, 1999

Details about January 2, 1999, incident between Singleton and Tosha Lewis:
Superior Court of California, Tosha I. Lewis v. John Singleton

Details about Lewis filing suit against Singleton: Superior Court of California,
Tosha F. Lewis v. John Singleton

Details about Singleton and Tosha Lewis: Troy Patterson and Clarissa Cruz,
“Monitor,” Entertainment Weekly, September 24, 1999; George Rush & Joanna Molloy,
New York Daily News, September 10, 1999; Mitchell Fink, “Singleton Seeks Justice in
Clustody Battle,” New York Daily News, March 9, 2000; Mitchell Fink, “Ex-galpal Rips
Shaft Daddy,” New York Daily News, June 26, 2000

“I’m a very passive guy . ..” Kristal Brent Zook, “Rocking the Cradle,” Washington
Post, June 30, 2001

“The woman has been the bane of my existence . . .” Ibid.

“For him to say those things is ridiculous . . .”” Mitchell Fink, “Ex-galpal Rips Shaft
Daddy,” New York Daily News, June 26, 2000

Details about John Leguizamo dropping out of Shaft: Steve Daly, “Who’s the
Man?” Entertainment Weekly, June 16, 2000; Andrew Hindes, “Leguizamo May Get
Singleton’s Shaft,” Varety, April 30, 1999; Danny Leigh, “John Singleton: Shaft,
the Melodrama,” The Guardian, September 5, 2000

“Rafi was the Carillon bell for Peoples . . .” Jeffrey Wright interview, “Jeffrey Wright
Breaks Down His Most Iconic Characters,” GQ.com, May 1, 2020

Details about Jennifer Esposito: Michael Fleming, “Par Trying to Give Collette the
Shaft,” Variety, October 6, 1999

Details about racial make-up of Shaft crew: Mitchell Fink, “Shaft Bigs Lock Horns
Over Few Black Hires,” New York Daily News, August 23, 1999

‘. ..aslap in the face to the African American community . ..” Ibid.
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Details about Alliance for Stunt Performers of Color: Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson,
“Protesters Say Hollywood Favors White Stuntmen,” L4 Times, September 28, 1999

“I’ve hired the best people possible . . .” Ibid.

“Price didn’t have a clue . . .”” Glenn Whipp, “Can Ya Dig It?” Los Angeles Daily News,
June 11, 2000

Details about Samuel L. Jackson’s antipathy toward the script: Glenn Whipp,
“Can Ya Dig It?” Los Angeles Daily News, June 11, 2000; Danny Leigh,
“John Singleton: Shafi, the Melodrama,” The Guardian, September 5, 2000;
Steve Daly, “Who’s the Man?”* Entertainment Weekly, June 16, 2000

Details about Jackson’s hospitalization: Page Six, New 1ork Post, December 11, 1999;
New York Daily News, February 6, 2000

Details about Jackson golfing: Page Six, “Shaft Has Its Fill of Snarky Sam,” New York
Post, April 21, 2000

“A director has to earn my respect . ..” Calgary Sun, May 5, 2000

Details about Singleton at Cheetah, Centro-Fly, Club New York: John Singleton
interview, Drink Champs, July 6, 2017

Details about Jimmy’s Bronx Café: Seth Kugel and Alan Feuer, “Fidel Castro Ate
Here, but Now It’s a Piece of Bronx History,” N1 Tumes, January 3, 2004

“They go in there two at a time . . .”” Page Six, “Shafl Director’s Sexy Time-Outs,”
New York Post, January 21, 2000

¢. .. the domino girls . ..” Ibid.

“If at one point or another John dated a female extra . ..” Ibid.

“It was true that I looked over sexy extras . ..” Steve Daly, “Who’s the Man?”
Entertainment Weekly, June 16, 2000

“These extras don’t look WASPish . . .” Ibid.

Details about Singleton playing loud music on set: Page Six, “Shafl Director’s
Sexy Time-Outs,” New York Post, January 21, 2000

“. ..er,well...all right” Ryan Gilbey, “John Singleton: A Change of Gear,”
The Independent, June 13, 2003

“For me, Shaft was all about . . .”” John Singleton interview, Al Arts: Hollywood’s
Best Film Directors, 2011

Details about cab drivers heckling Singleton: Shane Salerno, “My Time Making
Shaft with John Singleton,” Deadline, May 15, 2019

Details about John Singleton and The Boondocks: The Boondocks, May 12, 2000

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Details about Singleton’s Leimert Park office: John Singleton interview, Al Arts:
Hollywood’s Best Film Directors, 2011

¢, ..the most ghetto movie I ever made” Lrich Leon Harris, “The Shafting of
John Singleton,” MovieMaker, July 2000
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“Soulful. The kind of ghetto I’'m talking about . . .” Ibid.

Later in life, he refused to discuss Farrakhan in interviews. Alex Demyanenko,
“John Singleton, the Chronicler of L.A.’s Mean Streets,” Capital and Main,
April 30, 2019

Details about Dr. Frances Cress Welsing inspiring Public Enemy: Bill Chappell,
“Activists Mourn Race Theorist Dr. Frances Cress Welsing,” NPR.org, January 2, 2016

Details about Singleton people-watching at the mall: Greg Tate, “Sex & Negrocity:
John Singleton’s Baby Boy,” Village Voice, June 26, 2001; Patrick Goldstein, “A Difficult
Coming of Age,” LA Times, February 27, 2001

‘. ..own dysfunctions, me purging my own demons.” Greg Tate, “Sex & Negrocity:
John Singleton’s Baby Boy,” Village Voice, June 26, 2001

“Let me say seriously that pussy has taken precedence over my business.”
Bonz Malone, “Growing Pains,” Vibe, August 2001

“I just wanted to make a piece of no-holds-barred ghetto poetry.” Baby Boy,
Director’s Commentary

Details about Sheila Ward reading Singleton’s scripts: Cassandra Butcher
interview, fohn Singleton: A Celebration, USC, Higher Learning screening,
October 12, 2022

Details about the Shaft premiere: Mitchell Fink, “Did Singleton’s Mom Shaft Ex?”
New York Daily News, June 14, 2000; Page Six, “Shaft Sneaks in Slander of Rudy,”
New York Post, June 14, 2000

Details about Danny Singleton books and films: Danny Singleton, author bio,
Amazon.com

“There are some things in the script that I don’t want to sit around . ..”
Andrew Hindes, “Indie Baby Boy,” Varzety, February 25, 1999

Details about Singleton’s deal with Sony: Claude Brodesser, “Col, Singleton Near
Deal to Make ‘Baby,”” Variety, October 16, 2000

Details about Singleton referring to his time at Columbia Pictures as his
graduate school: Higher Learning, Director’s Commentary

“I was on some goofy shit . ..” Tyrese Gibson interview, The Fat joe Show, Fat Joe,
August 5, 2020

Details about Tyrese Gibson reading the Baby Boy script: Ibid.

Details about Taraji P. Henson: John Singleton speech at Taraji P. Henson’s
Hollywood Walk of Fame Ceremony, January 28, 2019; Taraji P. Henson,
Around the Way Gurl: A Memour, 37 Ink, 2017

“She had the best reading I ever had . . .” Baby Boy, Director’s Commentary

“When I put him in a movie . . .” John Singleton interview, Sway in the Morning,
September 24, 2011

“As long as I'm making films, you’ve got a job.” Jawn Murray, “John Singleton:
Hollywood Star Maker and Rule Breaker,” Savoy, July 2005
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“That’s the shit I’'m talking about . . .” Greg Tate, “Sex & Negrocity: John Singleton’s
Baby Boy,” Village Voice, June 26, 2001
Details about Omar Gooding at rehearsals: Omar Gooding interview, D] Vlad,
October 30, 2021
“Ilearned from Pee-wee’s Playhouse that when you have to work . ..”
John Singleton interview, Jacqueline Stewart, Academy of Motion Pictures Arts
and Sciences Visual History Program, July 11, 2017
Details about Sony executive calling Baby Boy “misogynistic’: Patrick Goldstein,
“A Difficult Coming of Age,” LA Times, February 27, 2001
“I’m just trying to show the dysfunctional rite of passage . . .” John Singleton
interview, Garvia Bailey, An Evening with John Singleton, March 15, 2013
Details about Singleton’s unenthusiasm about the drive-by scene: Baby Boy,
Director’s Commentary
. ..toomessy...” Kenneth Turan, “This Isn’t Neverland,” LA Times, June 27, 2001
‘. ..some late-on dramatic contrivances . ..” Todd McCarthy, Variety,
June 26, 2001
“There has never been a movie with this angle . . .” Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times,
June 27, 2001
‘... apowerful, compassionate, tough-minded critique . . .” A.O. Scott,
“Be a Man? But Where Are the Role Models?” N1 Times, June 27, 2001
“Baby Boy is about a dysfunctional relationship . . .”” Greg Braxton, “Life Pre-Cookie:
Taraji P. Henson Reflects on Baby Boy in TV One Special,” LA Times, March 25, 2015
“I took all the sexual repression from Shaft . . .”” Glenn Whipp, “From Boyz to Boy,”
Los Angeles Daily News, June 29, 2001
Details about Dwight Williams and Singleton conversation: Dwight Williams
interview, DGA, Phillip Goldfarb, November 18, 2019
“Ilove Boyz because it’s the first . . .” John Singleton interview, Poelic Justice Q&A
at the Mark Taper Auditorium, July 14, 2018

3

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

Details about Pitch Black sequel: Patrick Goldstein, “Cool Is the Fuel,” LA Tumes,
December 10, 2002

‘. .. eighth-century Raiders of the Lost Ark on steroids.” Michael Fleming,
“*Sinbad’ Sails for Col,” Variety, December 13, 2001

“For me, the first Fast and the Furious was kind of a joke . . .” John Singleton
interview, Jacqueline Stewart, Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences
Visual History Program, July 11, 2017

Details about permit: Lorenza Munoz, “Co-workers Testify in Studio Case,”
LA Times, June 15, 2007
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Details about daily cost of principal photography: Lorenza Munoz, “Director Says
He Disagreed with Firing,” LA Times, June 13, 2007

Details about Frank Davis: Lorenza Munoz, “Judge OKs Race Suit Against
Universal,” LA Tumes, April 28, 2006; Author pre-interview call with Frank Davis

“I said implicitly I did not want to fire him . . .”” Lorenza Munoz, “Director Says He
Disagreed with Firing,” L4 Tumes, June 13, 2007

Details of Singleton’s phone call with Rodney Mitchell: Lorenza Munoz,
“Universal Settles with Black Movie Worker,” LA Times, June 14, 2007

Details about lawsuit: Lorenza Munoz, “Judge OKs Race Suit Against Universal,”
LA Times, April 28, 2006

“I had to make my movie, man . ..” Lorenza Munoz, “Director Says He Disagreed
with Firing,” LA Times, June 13, 2007

Details about Singleton’s production deal with Universal: Gabriel Snyder and
Chris Gardner, “Singleton Gets a High Five from U,” Variety, June 20, 2006

Details about Universal settling with Davis: Lorenza Munoz, “Universal Settles
with Black Movie Worker,” LA Times, June 14, 2007

Details about verdict: Leslie Simmons, “Judge Sides with Uni in 2 Fast Suit,” AP,
July 13, 2007; Joseph Menn, “Studio Prevails in Racial Bias Case,” L4 Times,
July 13, 2007

Details about Singleton at Barcode: Miami Herald, July 4, 2002

Details about Singleton at Pearl: 2 Fast 2 Furious, Director’s Commentary

Details about Singleton at Satine: Miami Herald, August 23, 2002

Details about Singleton at the Delano: Miam: Herald, June 28, 2002

... an OK follow-up” Todd McCarthy, Variety, June 6, 2023

“Ms. Mendez and Devon Aoki have some lines to say . .. A.O. Scott,
“Classy Chassis, Unleaded Love,” N1 Times, June 6, 2003

¢2 Fast 2 Furious is a video game . . . Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times, June 6, 2003

“For all its sun-drenched, candy-colored aesthetic . . .”” Blige Ebiri, “John
Singleton’s Best Movies Beyond Boyz N the Hood,” New York, April 30, 2019

“When you watch this movie . . .”” Ryan Gilbey, “John Singleton: A Change of Gear,”
The Independent, June 13, 2003

Details about demographics of 2 Fast 2 Furious’s audience: Lorenza Munoz,
“Furious Sequel Is 2 Fast for Nemo,” LA Times, June 9, 2003

CHAPTER NINETEEN

Details about Singleton shooting in Miami: 2 Fast 2 Furious, Director’s Commentary
“The depiction of Miami in 2 Fast 2 Furious . . . Miami Herald, June 8, 2003
Details about Singleton’s condo: condoreports.com

Details about Singleton and mayor of Miami: Miami Herald, October 9, 2002;

Author pre-interview email with Manny Diaz
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Details about Stephanie Allain: Stephanie Allain interview, New York Film Academy,
April 19, 2016; Stephanie Allain interview, I Blame Dennis Hopper, Illeana Douglas,
August 28, 2018

Details about Craig Brewer: “Poor and Hungry, Craig Brewer Gave His Chancy
Movie Hustle All He Had — and It Paid Off Big,” San Francisco Gate, July 20, 2005;
Sharon Waxman, “Wee Hours Wheeling and Dealing at Sundance,” N1 Tumes,
January 24, 2005

“It started robbing our souls a little.” “Poor and Hungry, Craig Brewer Gave
His Chancy Movie Hustle All He Had — and It Paid Oft Big,” San Francisco Gate,
July 20, 2005

“We’re right. Hollywood is wrong . . .”” John Singleton and Craig Brewer interview,
Charlie Rose, June 29, 2005

Details about Singleton casting Ludacris: “The Playboy Interview: Ludacris,”
Playboy, October 2006

“I’m going to pimp you out on this movie . . .” Dwight Williams interview, DGA,
Phillip Goldfarb, November 18, 2019

Details about free screening of 2 Fast 2 Furious: The Commercial Appeal, July 17, 2004

“You’re all stars . ..” Ibid.

Details about on-set rape accusations: 7he Commercial Appeal, October 10, 2004

CHAPTER TWENTY

Details about Spike Lee and Will Smith hosting screenings: Lola Ogunnaike,
“His Name, and Money, at Stake, Director Takes Producer’s Risk,” N1 Times,
July 21, 2005

“If you want to see the movie, buy a parka.” Peter ’Official, “Rhyme Scheme,”
Village Voce, June 28, 2005

Details about studio executives attending Sundance screening: Sharon Waxman,
“Wee Hours Wheeling and Dealing at Sundance,” N1" Times, January 24, 2005

Details about studio executives attending screenings in Los Angeles:
Robert W. Welkos, “After Credits Roll, Deals Are Struck,” LA Times,
January 29, 2005

Details about Singleton at UTA party: Robert W. Welkos, “After Credits Roll,
Deals Are Struck,” LA Times, January 29, 2005

Details about Hustle & Flow negotiations: Robert W. Welkos, “After Credits Roll,
Deals Are Struck,” LA Times, January 29, 2005; Sharon Waxman, “Wee Hours
Wheeling and Dealing at Sundance,” N1" Times, January 24, 2005

Details about Brad Grey: Laura M. Holson and David M. Halbfinger, “At Paramount,
the New Chief Spends Freely,” N1 Times, March 25, 2005

Details about Singleton calling Grey: Ibid.
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Details about Hustle & Flow deal: Sharon Waxman, “Wee Hours Wheeling
and Dealing at Sundance,” N1 Times, January 24, 2005; Robert W. Welkos,
“Paramount, M'TV, Do the Hustle for §9 Million,” LA Times, January 24, 2005

“I feel vindicated . . .” Peter Bart, “John Singleton the Auteur Was Also Skilled in
Hollywood Gamesmanship,” Deadline, May 1, 2019

Details about films that inspired Singleton: John Singleton interview, Charlie Rose,
August 18, 2005

Details about Singleton meeting Mark Wahlberg: Four Brothers, Director’s
Commentary

Details about Singleton and Wahlberg partying in New York City: John Singleton
interview, Sway in the Morning, March 27, 2017

Details about Paramount announcing Singleton’s involvement with Four
Brothers: Dave McNary and Michael Fleming, “Par Rounds Out Its Band of
‘Brothers,” Variety, October 12, 2004

Details about Singleton comparing the improvisation to jazz: John Singleton
interview, Carl Seaton and Jeft Byrd, Sereenworiters Rant Room, re-released on
January 7, 2020; John Singleton interview, On Story: 601, Austin Film Festival,
April 16, 2016; Four Brothers, Director’s Commentary

“Singleton’s sloppiest, laziest movie to date.” Rene Rodriguez, Miami Herald,
August 12, 2005

¢. .. ridiculously violent, crude, homophobic . . .” Tom Long, Detroit News,
August 12, 2005

“Loud, stupid, unrealistic, overdone . . .” Stephen Hunter, “Four Brothers in
Mayhem,” Washington Post, August 12, 2005

“Singleton is unafraid to slow the tempo .. .” Joe Leydon, Varety, August 10, 2005

Details about Singleton suggesting Chiwetel Ejiofor study Yaphet Kotto:
Four Brothers, Director’s Commentary

“These four brothers are from Detroit . . .” John Singleton interview, IMS Engage
with Arthur Baker, April 21, 2016

“My last film made $240 million . . .” Lola Ogunnaike, “His Name, and Money,
at Stake, Director Takes Producer’s Risk,” N1 Times, July 21, 2005

Details about Hustle & Flow and piracy: Lloyd Grove, “Singleton Eyes Flow of
Bootleg,” New York Daily News, July 26, 2005

‘... my kids will have to go to public school!” John Singleton and Craig Brewer
interview, Charlie Rose, June 29, 2005

Details about Oscar night: D] Paul, as told to Seth Abramovitch, “Three 6 Mafia
Star Remembers His Oscar-Winning Night: Like That, Salma Hayek Killed My
Hard-On,” Hollywood Reporter, February 24, 2016; Juicy J interview, “Juicy J Recalls
Oscar Win with Three 6 Mafia,” HipHopDX, December 18, 2020
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Details about Hustle & Flow financials: Rachel Abramowitz, “For All the Sacrifice
and Luck, the Cash Isn’t Flowing,” LA Times, November 25, 2005

“I took all the financial risk on the film .. .” Rachel Abramowitz, “For All the
Sacrifice and Luck, the Cash Isn’t Flowing,” LA Times, November 25, 2005

“I don’t like somebody saying I’'m a shyster . . .” Ibid.

Details about Taryn Manning lawsuit: Tom Tapp, “Taryn Manning Sues
John Singleton’s Crunk Picture for Share of Hustle & Flow Profits,” Deadline,
November 16, 2021; “Taryn Manning Files New Suit vs. Late John Singleton’s
Production Firm,” My News LA, March 5, 2025

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

“When I got my kids full-time, they drove me so crazy . ..” Craigh Barboza,
“Being John Singleton,” Uptown, September 2011

Details on John Singleton’s Fear and Respect: ADAGE, January 12, 2005;
Dave McNary, “It’s Spring Time for Par,” Variety, October 24, 2005

Details on Executive Order: Six: Michael Fleming, “Singleton to Direct
Executive Order,” Variety, November 19, 2007

Details on The Wheelman: Michael Fleming, “Vin Diesel to Star in Wheelman,”
Variety, May 7, 2009

Details on Luke Cage: Dave McNary, “Scribe’s Getting Roses,” Variety, March 31,
2005; Josef Adalian, “Showtime Lures George Clooney,” Variety, July 11, 2007

Details on Without Remorse: Tatiana Siegel, “Relativity Announces Presale Lineup,”
Hollywood Reporter, May 18, 2007; Brian B, “John Singleton to Helm Tom Clancy’s
Without Remorse,” Movieweb.com, January 16, 2008; “Phoenix Is Without Remorse,”
Gamesradar.com; February 24, 2006

Details on Singleton leaving UTA and returning to CAA: TMZ, June 19, 2006

Details on Tulia: Stephanie I'rederic, “John Singleton Breaking New Ground Again,”
LA Sentinel, August 23, 2007; Craigh Barboza, “Being John Singleton,” Uptown,
September 2011; Dave McNary, “John Singleton to Direct Tulia,” Variety,
August 1, 2007; “Halle Berry . . . Baby on Board!” TMZ, September 4, 2007

Details on Singleton’s interest in Confessions of a Video Vixen: George Rush &
Joanna Molloy, New York Daily News, August 10, 2005

Details on Singleton’s production deal with Universal: Patrick Goldstein,
“More Color, Please,” LA Times, June 20, 2006; Gabriel Snyder and Chris Gardner,
“Singleton Gets A High Five from U,” Variety, June 20, 2006

Details on car accident: “Iilm Director Kills Woman in Tragic Accident, Police Say,”
LA Times, August 25, 2007
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CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

“I thank God every day . ..” John Singleton interview, Joi Carr, Boyz N the Hood:
Shifting Hollywood Terrain, Peter Lang Publishing, 2023

Details about The A-Team: Tatiana Siegel, “Singleton Hunts for 4-Team,”
Variety, December 16, 2007; Geoff Boucher, “Ice Cube Talks A-Team,” LA Times,
August 1, 2008; LA Times, January 28, 2009; Chris Lee, “Quinton Rampage
Jackson Fits The A-Team to a Mr. 'T,” LA Times, May 30, 2010

“I left because they were going to make a corny movie . . .” Craigh Barboza,
“Being John Singleton,” Uptown, September 2011

Details about Singleton signing with Endeavor: TMZ, May 11, 2009

Details about Law Abiding Citizen: Steven Zeitch, Borys Kit, “Gray Makes Citizen
Arrest,” Hollywood Reporter, October 17, 2008

Details about Five Brothers: Borys Kit, “Paramount Eyeing Four Brothers Sequel,”
Hollywood Reporter, January 13, 2010

Details about Brick: Brick, an original screenplay, John Singleton, August 19, 2009

Details about Fight for Love: Fight for Love, an original screenplay, John Singleton,
June 23, 2013

Details about Singleton signing on to Abduction: Steven Zeitchik, “John Singleton
Will Be Taylor Lautner’s Next Director,” LA Times, March 25, 2010

Details about casting Taylor Lautner: Steven Zeitchik, “On Abduction, Taylor Lautner
Could Be a Boy in the Hood,” LA Tumes, March 9, 2010

Details about Abduction sequels: Amy Kaufman, “4bduction Will Definitely Have
a Sequel,” LA Times, September 16, 2011

“Coming six years after his decent last feature . . . Andrew Barker, Varety,
September 22, 2011

‘. ..cynical hackwork . ..” Stephen Holden, “At Least His Abs Get a Workout,”
NY Times, September 22, 2011

“The film contains neither the passion . ..” Glenn Whipp, LA Times,
September 23, 2011

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE

“He has a bunch of girlfriends . . .” “John Singleton: R. Kelly’s No Cosby. Just Has
Lots of Girlfriends,” TMZ, July 24, 2017

Details about the Paramount lawsuit: Patrick Goldstein, “John Singleton on
His Hustle & Flow Suit Against Paramount,” LA Times, October 19, 2011

Details about Tracy Morgan concert film: Eriq Gardner, “Paramount, John
Singleton Settle Hustle & Flow Litigation,” Hollywood Reporter, November 5, 2012

‘... actively concealed and failed to disclose . . .” Patrick Goldstein, “John Singleton
on his Hustle & Flow Suit Against Paramount,” L4 Times, October 19, 2011
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Details about lawsuit settlement: Eriq Gardner, “Paramount, John Singleton Settle
Hustle & Flow Litigation,” Hollywood Reporter, November 5, 2012; “Singleton Settles
Suit with Studio,” LA Times, November 7, 2012

Details about Bryan Singer accusations: Alex French and Maximillian Porter,
“Bryan Singer’s Accusers Speak Out,” The Atlantic, January 23, 2019

Details about John McTiernan conviction: “Director John McTiernan Headed to
Prison,” Deadline, October 4, 2010

“I think part of my reputation is that I’m some Black militant guy ...”

Lacey Rose, “You're Not Gonna F***in’ Tell Me What My Story Is: Sam Esmail,
Nic Pizzolatto and The Hollywood Reporter Drama Showrunners Roundtable,”
Hollywood Reporter, June 3, 2019

“Even when there are Black directors or writers . . .” John Singleton, “Can a White
Director Make a Great Black Movie?,” Hollywood Reporter, September 19, 2013

“Pascal and Rudin’s Comments in the hacked emails . . .” John Singleton,

“John Singleton on Sony Hack: Jokes by Amy Pascal and Scott Rudin Aren’t
‘Racist,” Hollywood Reporter, December 17, 2014

Details about MC Ren lobbying for Singleton to direct Straight Outta Compton:
TMZ, October 1, 2011

Details about Straight Outta Compton: “John Singleton, Peter Berg in Mix to Direct
NWA Biopic,” L4 Times, September 22, 2011; Borys Kit, “F. Gary Gray in Talks
to Direct NWA Movie Straight Outta Compton,” Hollywood Reporter, April 10, 2012

Details about Blame Rio!: Blame Rio!, an original screenplay, John Singleton,
October 23, 2013

Details about Singleton signing on to direct Tupac biopic: Justin Kroll, “John
Singleton Back as Director for Tupac Shakur Biopic,” Variety, February 12, 2014

“There’s a lot of stuff I may do that . ..” John Singleton interview, Stephen Galloway,
Hollywood Reporter, Masters Series, March 24, 2014

Details about Singleton’s preparation for Tupac biopic: John Singleton interview,
Elvis Mitchell, Los Angeles Film Festival, June 14, 2014

Details about Tupac Amaru Shakur: Tupac Amaru Shakur, an original screenplay,
John Singleton, May 20, 2014

“It’s not about you . . . LT Hutton interview, The Breakfast Club, June 14, 2017

Details about Hutton disliking Singleton’s script: Ibid.

Details about Singleton submitting rewrites: Ibid.

Details about Carl Franklin replacing Singleton: Oliver Gettell, “Carl Franklin
Replaces John Singleton as Tupac Director,” LA Tumes, April 8, 2015

“Real talk! The reason I am not making . . .” John Singleton Instagram post,

April 7, 2015
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¢. .. faithful adaptation of the rapper’s Wikipedia entry.” Emily Yoshida,
“All Eyez on Me Is a Faithful Adaptation of Tupac Shakur’s Wikipedia Page,”
New York, June 16, 2017

‘. .. one of the most useless biopics ever made.” Nick Allen, RogerEbert.com,
June 16, 2017

“That was supposed to be our generation’s Malcolm X . . .”” John Singleton

interview, Sway in the Morning, July 21, 2017

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR

Details about Dark Alliance: Gary Webb, “Dark Alliance,” San Jose Mercury News,
August 1996

Details about Singleton’s production deal with Warner Bros. TV: Jenny Hontz,
“Singleton Segues to T'V,” Variety, November 17, 1997

Details about Crash: Jenny Hontz, “Singleton Segues to T'V,” Variety, November 17,
1997; Christopher Edward Jackson obituary, March 18, 2013

Details about Trade: Josef Adalian, “Showtime Lures George Clooney,” Variety,

July 11, 2007

Details about Singleton turning down The Wire and The Shield: John Singleton
interview, The Breakfast Club, March 28, 2017

Details about Warner Bros. TV terminating Singleton’s deal: Nellie Andreeva,
“Studios Terminate More Deals,” Hollywood Reporter, January 16, 2008

“Writing like a beast . . .” John Singleton Instagram post, August 22, 2009

Details about Club Life: Miamz: Lesley Goldberg, “John Singleton, Russell Simmons
Team for Miami Set Club Drama at HBO,” Hollywood Reporter, December 4, 2013

Details about Singleton’s meetings with Rick Ross: John Singleton Instagram post,
February 8, 2015

“He was helping me put my script together” Rick Ross interview, Yanadameen
Godcast, March 9, 2021

Details about setting up Snowfall at Showtime: Nellic Andreeva, “Showtime Drama
To Chronicle Origins of Crack Cocaine Epidemic in Los Angeles,” Deadline,

April 29, 2014

Details about Lee Daniels calling Singleton: John Singleton interview, The Breakfast
Club, March 28, 2017

Details about Singleton believing Hustle & Flow inspired Empire: Ibid.

Details about Fox executives being hesitant to hire Singleton: Maureen Ryan,
“Empire Boss on Director Diversity: It’s the ‘Right Thing to Do,
November 10, 2015

“The things that he said to me indicated . . .” Ibid.

Variety,

“The rollicking episode cemented . . .” Cynthia Littleton, “Filmmaker John
Singleton Rides the Peak TV Wave to Recharge His Career,” Variety, May 22, 2017
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Details on Snowfall landing at FX: Dominic Patten, “I'X Picks Up John Singleton
Snowfall Pilot,” Deadline, May 1, 2015

Details about Singleton running into Malcolm Mays during his audition:
Malcolm Mays interview, The Breakfast Club, September 2, 2021

Details about Malcolm Mays: David M. Halbfinger, “Based on a True Story,”

NY Tumes, December 27, 2007

“It’s not what I want to do . . .”” Ibid.

Details about Singleton meeting Mays for the first time: Malcolm Mays interview,
Build Series, April 10, 2017; Malcolm Mays interview, The Breakfast Club, September
2,2021

“He was really a father figure to me. . ..” Malcolm Mays interview, Build Series,
April 10, 2017

“I had daddy issues . ..” Malcolm Mays interview, The Breakfast Club, September
2,2021

Details about Akosua Busia suing Singleton for child support: “John Singleton
and Ex-Wife in Ugly $200K Child Support Fight!” Bossip, July 4, 2015

Details about Maasai Singleton’s Blog Post: maaswaar.blogspot.com

Details about Maasai Singleton’s Go Fund Me: gofundme.com/f/uscfilm

Details about BET article on Maasai Singleton’s Go Fund Me: Evelyn Diaz,
“Huh? John Singleton’s Son Needs You to Pay His College Tuition,” BET.com,
January 25, 2016

‘. ..raise all this money for you to go to business school . . .” Malcolm Mays
interview, The Breakfast Club, September 2, 2021

Details about Singleton and Mays not speaking for two years: Ibid.

“You were so fucking good.” Ibid.

Details about Damson Idris auditioning for Snowfall: Demetria L. Lucas,
“‘Snowfall’ Star Damson Idris is Hollywood’s Hottest Antihero,” Hollywood Reporter,
March 10, 2022

“Hey, if I get this part...” Ibid.

“This course is based on my theory . ..” John Singleton Instagram post,
November 10, 2015

‘. ..the most reprehensibly racist film in Hollywood history.” Ed Rampell,
““The Birth of a Nation The Most Racist Movie Ever Made,” Washington Post,
March 3, 2015

““The Birth of a Nation is a science-fiction film . . .” John Singleton interview,

Carl Seaton and Jeff Byrd, Screenwriters Rant Room, re-released on January 7, 2020

Details about Straight Outta Heaven: Cynthia Littleton, “John Singleton Sets
‘Straight Outta Heaven’ Guardian Angel Drama at CW,” Variety, November 2, 2016

Details about L.4. Burning: Cynthia Littleton, “Filmmaker John Singleton Rides the
Peak TV Wave to Recharge His Career,” Variety, May 22, 2017
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE
“Not exactly good. . . but definitely not boring” Mike Hale, “In BET"s Police
Drama Rebel, Blaxploitation Matters,” N1 Times, March 28, 2017

Details about Rebel’s ratings: tvseriesfinale.com

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX

“It’s hard to understand why the show . ..” Sonia Saraiya, Variety, June 30, 2017

Details about Rayvon Jones: Amber Ryland, “Donald Sterling’s New Girlfriend
Revealed: It’s V. Stiviano’s Former ‘BFF For Life’ Raquel Lee—PLUS, Her Link
to Rob Kardashian,” Radar Online, June 25, 2014; Shyam Dodge, “Donald Sterling
and New ‘Girlfriend’ Raquel Lee Leave Beverly Hills Restaurant Separately . . .
After Billionaire Called His Wife a ‘Pig’ in Court,” Daily Mail, July 14, 2014;
facebook.com/raquelleesworld; raquelleesworld.wordpress.com; raquellee
.brandyourself.com

‘... his confidant, his best friend, his silly rabbit.” V. Stiviano interview,
ABC News, Barbara Walters, May 2, 2014

Details about Donald Sterling in Palm Springs: Deborah Hastings,
“Donald Sterling Spotted Cavorting with Young Woman in California,”
NY Daily News, June 17, 2014; Denise Goolsby, “Donald Sterling Spotted in
Palm Desert with Young Woman,” Desert Sun, June 25, 2014

Details about R. Kelly at Singleton’s 50th birthday party: Lil Rel interview,
Club Shay Shay podcast, March 13, 2024

Details about Singleton at the 2018 Oscars: John Singleton Instagram post,
March 7, 2018

Details about Fatbacc’s death: John Singleton Instagram post, April 29, 2018;
May 8, 2018

“I conducted the interview, and afterward I went over to Singleton . ..”
Danielle Young, “Don’t Let the Smile Fool You, I'm Cringing on the Inside,”
The Root, November 6, 2017

CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN

Details on Snowfall season two screening: Datwon Thomas, “FX Network’s
Snowfall Cast and Crew Showcase The New Season on NY Tour Stop,” Vibe,
August 13, 2018

CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT

“Ilove John, but I am so glad we didn’t go down that road . ..” Ryan Parker and
Aaron Couch, “Wesley Snipes Reveals Untold Story Behind His ‘Black Panther’
Film,” Hollywood Reporter, January 30, 2018
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Details about Andrew Dice Clay documentary: Maggic Coughlan, “Boyz N the Hood
Director Signs On to Andrew Dice Clay Doc,” N1 Post, November 1, 2018

Details about Black Power series: Debra Birnbaum, “Amazon Increases Production
Spending for 2018, Developing Three New Sci-Ii Series,” Variety, September 28, 2017

Details about Taraji P. Henson and Till: Katie Kilkenny, “Taraji P. Henson to Star in
and Produce Film on Emmett Till,” Hollywood Reporter, January 11, 2018

“It’s a microcosm of what a lot of women . . .” John Singleton interview, 7he Breakfast
Club, July 25, 2018

“She’s a trooper. She’s a soldier . . .” John Singleton speech, Taraji P. Henson
Hollywood Walk of Fame Ceremony, January 28, 2019

Details about Singleton at ICON MANN Power 150 Dinner: Getty Images,
February 21, 2019

Details about The Wingwalker: pro.imdb.com

Details about conflicting accounts regarding Singleton’s hospitalization: Sheila
Ward Facebook post, August 2019; “John Singleton’s Mother: His Baby Mama Did
Nothing to Prevent His Death . . . but Baby Mama Denies It,” TMZ, August 9, 2019;
Tosha Lewis Instagram post, August 9, 2019

Details on media reports of Singleton suffering a “mild” stroke: “John Singleton
Hospitalized After Stroke,” Variety, August 20, 2019

Details on Sheila Ward applying to be appointed as Singleton’s temporary
conservator: Bruce Haring, “John Singleton Is in Coma, Court Papers Reveal,
As Mother Seeks Conservatorship,” Deadline, April 25, 2019; Sophie Haigney,
“John Singleton’s Family Fights for Control of His Affairs After Stroke,” N1" Times,
April 26, 2019

“My father is not in a coma . . .” Sophie Haigney, “John Singleton’s Family Fights
for Control of His Affairs After Stroke,” N1" Times, April 26, 2019

Details about Taraji P. Henson’s Instagram Post: Rosemary Rossi, “Tyrese, Taraji
P. Henson Visit John Singleton in Hospital, Ask Fans to ‘Keep Praying,”” The Wiap,
April 28, 2019; “Iyrese Describes ‘Heavy Heart” After Visiting John Singleton with
Taraji P. Henson,” Urban Hollywood 411, April 28, 2019

Details about Shawn Edwards reporting Singleton’s death: “Iollowing Report
of Death, John Singleton’s Representatives Say He’s Still in a Coma,” CNN Ware,
April 29, 2019

“John is still on life support . . .” Ale Russian, “John Singleton Is “Still on Life
Support’ Despite Report That He Has Died, Says Publicist,” People, April 29, 2019

“It is with heavy hearts we announce . . .”” Nellic Andreeva, Patrick Hipes,
“John Singleton To Be Taken Off Life Support Today,” Deadline, April 29, 2019

Details about Singleton’s cause of death: “John Singleton Death Certificate
Released . . . Died Day Before Announcement,” TMZ, May 6, 2019

Details about Singleton’s time of death: Ibid.
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EPILOGUE

“Condolences to the family of John Singleton . . .”” Barack Obama Twitter post,
April 30, 2019

“He used the clout he got from Academy Award nominations . ..”
Veronica Chambers, “All Black Everything,” N1 Times, May 14, 2019

Details about Singleton’s funeral: Bruce Haring, “John Singleton Private Funeral
Set for Monday as Larger Memorial Planned,” Deadline, May 3, 2019

Details about Singleton’s final resting place: “Details on John Singleton’s Private
Funeral, Plus: What His Death Certificate Revealed,” Extra TV, May 6, 2019

Details about USC memorial: “John Singleton Big Memorial Planned at USC Alma
Mater,” TMZ, May 13, 2019; John Singleton Memorial Program

Details about FX establishing a scholarship in Singleton’s honor: Denise Petski,
“Disney Television Writing Program Opens Applications for 2024; Sets FX Singleton
Scholarship,” Deadline, October 24, 2023

Details about USC establishing a scholarship in Singleton’s honor: Desa
Philadelphia, “A Transformative Trojan,” In Motion, Winter 2019

Details about John Singleton film series: Amaya Nakpodia, “Celebrating John
Singleton,” USC, School of Cinematic Arts News, September 2, 2022

Details about the John Singleton Lounge: Desa Philadelphia, “SCA Dedicates New
Lounge to Close Out Year-Long Celebrating of SCA Alum John Singleton’s Career,”
USC, School of Cinematic Arts News, April 27, 2023

Details about Singleton writing a will in 1993: Danielle and Andy Mayoras,
“The John Singleton Estate Teaches Why No One Should Procrastinate Updating
Their Will,” Forbes, November 4, 2019; “John Singleton Will Filed in Court . . .
Daughter Justice Is Beneficiary,” TMZ, May 3, 2019

Details about Sheila Ward’s July 2023 report: Ryan Naumann, “John Singleton’s
Screenwriter Son Awarded Late Boyz N the Hood Director’s Massive Comic
Book Collection, Will Split $6.8 Million Estate with 6 Siblings,” Radar Online,
January 10, 2024

Details about Vestria Barlow’s lawsuit: Ryan Naumann, “Family War!
John Singleton’s Mom Refusing to Resign as Executor of Son’s Estate After
Being Sued for $15 Million,” Radar Online, July 28, 2023

Details about a judge dismissing Vestria Barlow’s lawsuit: Ryan Naumann,
“Judge Sides with John Singleton’s Mom in Family War over Late Director’s
$6 Million Estate,” Radar Online, December 7, 2023
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